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FIRST THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION

Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to
obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor,
and

Whereas both Houses of Congress, by their joint committee, requested me “to
recommend to the people of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be
observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty God,
especially affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their
safety and happiness”:

Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday, the 26th day of November next, to
be devoted by the people of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being who is the
beneficent author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be; that we may then all unite in
rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and protection of the people
of this country previous to their becoming a nation;

for the signal and manifold mercies and the favorable interpositions of His providence in
the course and conclusion of the late war;

for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty which we have since enjoyed;

for the peaceable and rational manner in which we have been enabled to establish
constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national one now
lately instituted;

for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the means which we
have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge;

and, in general, for all the great and various favors which He has been pleased to confer
upon us.
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And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to
the great Lord and Ruler of Nations, and beseech Him to pardon our national and other
transgressions;

to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and relative
duties properly and punctually;

to render our National Government a blessing to all the people by constantly being a
Government of wise, just,  and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and
obeyed;

to protect and guide all sovereigns and nations (especially such as have shown kindness
to us), and to bless them with good government, peace, and concord;

to promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of
science among them and us;

and, generally, to grant all mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as He alone
knows to be best.

Given under my hand, at the city of New York, the 3rd day of October, A.D. 1789.

    -- George Washington

******************************************************************************
******************************************************************************

SAR WAR SERVICE MEDAL

Any eligible Compatriot who has not received his War Service Medal, please contact Medals
Chairman Bob French at (513) 522-2097.
******************************************************************************
******************************************************************************
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MEMORIAL

We are all saddened by the death of long-time member of the S. A. R. Gordon W. Thorndyke,
who died Monday, September 22 at the age of 98 years.  He has been a patient at Mountaincrest
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center since February.  He is survived by his loving and devoted
wife Anne.  Memorials may be made to a charity of one’s choice.  Condolences may be
expressed at >www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com<.
*****************************************************************************
*****************************************************************************

CONSTITUTION DAY LUNCHEON

On Saturday, September 13 Chapter President Martin Greene presided over the Constitution Day
luncheon held at the Vernon Manor Hotel.

The Guest Speaker was Jim Reis from the Kentucky Post.  He gave a most interesting talk about
early history of Greater Cincinnati.

A Supplemental Certificate was presented to your Newsletter Editor Charles Edwards by
President Martin Greene.The Supplemental was for Charles’ 4th Great Grandfather Benjamin
Boone II.  Daniel Boone is Charles’ 1st Cousin 6 times removed.

A surprise donation was made by Compatriot Charles Edwards to the Cincinnati Chapter S. A.
R. of a replica of a rare flag from the Revolutionary War -- as an addition to the Howard Miller
collection.  The original flag is in the William Penn Memorial Museum in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania and was carried by Edwards’ 5th Great Grandfather Samuel Craig, Sr. and
handcrafted in 1775 by his daughter Elizabeth.  Compatriot Edwards gave a most interesting talk
about the little-known history of the flag, as follows:

RATTLESNAKE FLAG
OF

WESTMORELAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

By
Charles G. Edwards

The materials for the Rattlesnake Flag were known to be crimson silk and a gold thread. It also
contained a canton in the upper right hand corner which was known as the Union Jack.  It had the
red cross of St. George for England, the white cross of St. Andrew for Scotland, and of Ireland’s
St. Patrick in blue.  It’s interesting that it’s on the wrong side.  That could have been to show
their dissatisfaction with the British rule at the time.  But because they did keep it there, it shows
that they still considered themselves subjects of the king.
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The rattlesnake had 13 rattles, very prominently displayed to the left above a coiled rattlesnake.
Below the snake is prominently lettered words, the warning “DON’T TREAD ON ME.”  This
beautifully made flag was carried by John Proctor’s Battalion.  It had the letters “J. P.” for John
Proctor and “I. B. W. C. P.” for Independent or 1st Brigade Westmoreland County Pennsylvania
or Provincials.

Lt. Samuel Craig, Sr. (Color Bearer) and his three sons (Brig. Gen. Alexander, John, and
Samuel, Jr.) were with the army of General George Washington when it crossed the Delaware
River to fight at Trenton and Princeton, New Jersey. Samuel Craig, Sr. carried the Rattlesnake
Flag of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania throughout these battles. 

***************************************************

In 1775 a study was made of the symbolic use of the rattlesnake, as follows:  “The rattlesnake’s
eye is brighter than that of any other animal and has no eyelids; therefore, ever vigilant, and
never begins an attack but when once attacked, never surrenders.  The weapons with which
nature has furnished her she conceals in the roof of her mouth so that, to those who are not
familiar with her, she appears to be a most defenseless animal, and even when those weapons are
shown and extended for her defense, they appear weak but their wounds, although small, are
fatal.  She never attacks until she has given notice and cautions against treading on her.  This was
a strong picture of the temper and conduct of America -- vigilant, courageous and ready to
defend herself when provoked.

The rattlesnake has 13 rattles, the exact number of colonies united in America.  This was the
only part of the rattlesnake which increased in numbers, just as new states were added to the
union.  The rattles are distinct and independent of each other and yet united together so as never
to be separated except by breaking them to pieces, just like the colonies in America.

The rattlesnake is solitary, and associates with her kind only when it is necessary for her
preservation.  Therefore, those who consider the liberty and blessings which America affords and
once come over to her, never leave her but spend their lives with her.  The rattlesnake strongly
resembles America in this -- beautiful in youth and her beauty increases with age.

These were the qualities of the hardy pioneers of America who engaged in a mighty struggle for
independence.  And so it was with the colonies; distinct and independent of each other and yet
firmly united.  Singly and alone no one of them could withstand an assault of the mother country
but joined together and in unison, they could and did strike terror to those who would take away
their liberties.  The American colonies did indeed give notice:  “Don’t Tread Upon Me”.

*************************************************
The original of the Rattlesnake Flag of  Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania is displayed in the
William Penn Memorial Museum in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  It measures 76 inches by 70
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inches. It originally read “DON’T TREAD UPON ME” but the letters `UP` flaked off during the
years.  This replica is 3 ft. x 5 ft. durable nylon.

The Rattlesnake Flag was proposed in the meeting of May 16, 1775 at Hanna’s Town,
Pennsylvania, where a group of local men drew up the “Hanna’s Town Resolves,” a letter of
protest to King George III of England written before the Declaration of Independence.  It was
made with great care and handcrafted by Elizabeth Craig, daughter of Samuel Craig, Sr. (the
Color Bearer).  Elizabeth was 18 years of age at the time.  It is the oldest banner representing
what is now the United States.

It was brought home by Elizabeth’s brother General Alexander Craig and handed down to his
daughter Margaret Craig and then to  Jane Maria Craig, great granddaughter of General
Alexander Craig.

When Jane Maria Craig moved to New Alexandria from the Craig farm, she brought the flag,
wrapped in newspaper, with her.  During the Civil War, when John Hunt Morgan threatened to
raid this section, she hid the flag, determined that in any event, this highly prized relic should not
be lost.  She willed the flag  to the state.  It found its way to the attic where it gathered dust until
discovered in 1913 by Mrs. Gertrude Seanor, who bought the home of Jane Maria Craig.
Gertrude took it to her parents William C. and Mary L. Steele who, having realized its great
importance, had Gertrude take the flag to James Cook where he displayed it in his drug store.  It
was then taken to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania for safe keeping by J. C. Gibson and William
Cunningham.

Charles G. Edwards
Cincinnati Chapter, S. A. R.

September 13, 2003
Constitution Day luncheon
Cincinnati Chapter S. A. R.
Vernon Manor Hotel

NOTE #1:  Samuel Craig, Sr. (Color Bearer) is the 5th Great Grandfather of Charles G. Edwards
and Father of Samuel Craig, Jr. who was with Lochry’s ill-fated Expedition in 1781.

NOTE #2:  This flag  is being donated to the Cincinnati Chapter, Sons of the American
Revolution on September 13, 2003 as an addition to the Howard Miller Military Flag Collection
and to be included in such displays. A flag pole is included.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 24/25, 2003: Central District Meeting -- Jeffersonville, Indiana
November 1, 2003: Reminder that dues are payable now
November 4, 2003: Cincinnati Chapter Meeting, Rusty’s Ristorante

(8028 Blue Ash Road)
NOVEMBER 8, 2003: THANKSGIVING DAY LUNCHEON & PROGRAM

(SEE FLYER)
DIRECTIONS TO GREYHOUND TAVERN:
I-75 SOUTH TO EX IT 188, LEFT ON TO DIXIE 
HWY. 1.25 MI. TO GREYHOUND TAVERN,
2500 DIXIE HWY., FT. MITCHELL, KY.

*****************************************************************************


